State of Maryland Commission on Civil Rights
Commission Meeting
September 10, 2013 — 10am
MINUTES

Commissioners Present: Shawn M. Wright, Esg.; Robert L. Baum, Esq; Norman Gelman; Gina McKnight-Smith, Pharma D, MBA,;
Gary Norman, Esq.; Naima Said, Esq., Rabbi Binyamin Marwick; Laura Esquivel

Present via conference call: N/A

Management Present: J. Neil Bell, Executive Director; Cleveland Horton, I, Deputy Director; Glendora C. Hughes, General
Counsel

Staff Present: S. Spencer Dove, Executive Associate

ITEM SUMMARY ACTION
Call to Order Call to Order At 10:08; Roll Call None.
Approval of Minutes July, 2013, minutes moved and seconded. Minutes approved.
Chairperson’s Report Deferred None.
Executive Director’s Report e Grant proposals have been submitted to HUD in | None.

order to secure grant funding and pursue
projects with partners in the future;

e Executive Director, General Counsel, and
Executive Associate met with Japanese
Delegation on August 29 to discuss LGBT
issues, and the possibility for seeking greater
protections in Japan;

e Executive Director and Executive Associate
met with Equality Maryland Executive Director
on September 5;

e MAHRA will host a Commissioner Training
Session for Commissioners across the State on
October 17, 2013 in Howard County — more
details to follow;

e ED will meet with Governor’s Legal Counsel
tomorrow;

e Agency press releases will be sent to the
Commissioners for review at least 48 hours in
advance of release;
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Any agency testimony on legislation will be
sent for review by Commissioners at least 24
hours in advance of submission;

Defying Definitions project a pilot program
with MCCR and MHC will assist MCCR in
gauging effectiveness, desire, and structure of
future similar events/partnerships.

Deputy Director’s Report

Case processing report now has YTD
information and breakdowns by month,
category;

Deputy Director provided an explanation about
the abort process;

The Agency did receive the HUD contract;
The Agency has submitted grant funding
requests for partner projects and advertising;
asked to be a part of Montgomery County’s
Diversity Weekend to educate fifth graders and
possibly apply some of the information from
this weekend to the Street Law program
(included in grant funding requests); in first
stages of development,

Deputy Director is working with partners to
plan possible civil rights speaker series;
Deputy Director is working on another staff
outing at Native American Museum contingent
upon budgetary resources;

Case Processing Department staff meeting
sometime in October — invitation extended to

None.
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the Commissioners;

e There are two vacancies in Case Processing for
investigators, but we cannot recruit due to
budgetary restraints — actively seeking
resources to recruit replacements for vacancies.

Assistant Director’s Report

Not present. Will submit a two-month report at the
October 8 Commission meeting.

None.

General Counsel’s Report

No appeal in the Scarlett case, so Judge’s decision is
final; Doby Daniels case is Petitioning for Enforcement
of Administrative Order; Parks case is still active.

None.

Old Business

Strategic Plan — revert to supplemental agenda for the
purposes of structuring the Plan’s discussion. Stylistic,
grammatical, other small comments relayed to Senior
Staff for corrections and to be addressed; Case
Processing and PR components reviewed and discussed
by Commission and Staff; Education section delayed
until next meeting.

None.

New Business

Discussion of the situation in Frederick where a
disabled citizen was killed while in police custody. The
officers were not tried in court. Petition recently
delivered by the victims’ parents to the Governor to
encourage that an investigation be reopened.
Discussion centered on whether the Commission has a
role in this issue, and if so how would the Agency
define that role.

None.

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 1:27pm

Adjourned.




