COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
December 11, 2007

The meeting of the Maryland Commission on Human Relations was called to order on
Tuesday, December 11, 2007 at 10:05 a.m., in Baltimore, Maryland.

Present

Approval of the Minutes

CHAIRPERSON’S
REPORT

Commissioner VVacancies

Hispanic Study

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
MCHR’s Winterfest

Thomas Owen, Rabbi Elan Adler, Sambhu Banik, JoAnn Fisher Norman
Gelman and Shawn Wright.

The minutes of the November meeting were accepted as written.

Commissioners received copies of the Chairperson’s Report (See
attached).

Chairperson Owen informed Commissioners that he has been in touch
with Carmen Pratt. Chairperson Owen informed Ms. Pratt that the
Commission is seeking someone with a Hispanic background to serve on
the Commission. Ms. Pratt informed Chairperson Owen of four names.
Chairperson Owen informed Commissioners that he would try to find out
more about the persons.

Chairperson Owen has also made contact with the Chairperson of the
Maryland Sheriffs” Association, the Sheriff of Harford County and the
Maryland Municipal League to ask for their support of the Hispanic
Study.

Chairperson Owen has also written a letter to Speaker Busch to make a
plea for preserving MCHR’s budget.

Commissioners received copies of the Executive Director’s Report (See
attached).  The Executive Director informed Commissioners that
MCHR’s Annual Winterfest would be held on Friday, December 14,
2007 at 12 p.m. All Commissioners are invited to attend. A silent
auction is being held during the Winterfest, during which employees
bring in items to be auctioned and all proceeds from the auction will be
contributed to the House of Ruth.



Martin L. King Jr.
Breakfast

ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
FY 2009 Budget

FY 2008 Budget

DEPUTY DIRECTOR’S
REPORT

GENERAL
COUNSEL’S REPORT
Housing Regulations

Annual Report

The Executive Director informed Commissioners that the Annual Martin
L. King Jr. Breakfast will be held Monday, January 21, 2008 at 7:30 a.m.
at Martin’s West. The breakfast is sponsored by the YMCA. If any
Commissioner is interested in attending please let the Administrative
Assistant know.

The Executive Director also informed Commissioners that he was
interviewed by host Booker Robinson on Washington’s WOL-AM Radio
show. The Executive Director discussed the policies and procedures of
the Commission.

In the absence of the Assistant Director the Executive Director informed
Commissioners that MCHR has not heard anything regarding the FY
2009 budget.

MCHR’s current budget spending is on target.

Commissioners received copies of the Deputy Director’s Report (See
attached). The Deputy Director informed Commissioners that MCHR has
hired Lisa Chanel an attorney. Ms. Chanel is a part-time employee who
is assigned to the Mediation Unit. The Deputy Director also stated that
MCHR is going to try to fill the other half of this position.

In the absence of the General Counsel, Pat Wood, Assistant General
Counsel, informed Commissioners that legal has been working on
changes to the Housing regulations. Commissioners received an
Overview of the Changes to the Housing Regulations (See attached).

Commissioner Gelman made a motion that the Regulations be accepted
with the changes that were recommended. Motion was seconded by
Commissioner Fisher. Motion passed.

Commissioners previously received copies of the Annual Report. It was
agreed that the transmittal letter of the Annual Report should include
Commissioners concerns. Chairperson Owen expressed some changes to
the Annual Report, they are as follows: 1) page 7 under Initiatives in the
first bullet the word “corroboration” should be “collaboration”; 2) page 8
where it talks about significant cases — why was this case significant; the
Executive Director stated that this case sets forth to the public what the
rules are concerning defense to sexual harassment complaints. The
Complainant was not restored to his original position because, with the
passage of time, he was settled in a new position and did not want to go
back to the Respondent. On page 26 line 1 the word “with” should be
“of.” Under the first chart the word “unique” should be “different” or
“discreet”. On page 28 two Commissioners were not included in the list
of Commissioners. The two Commissioners’ terms expired prior to July



1, 2006.

Chairperson Owen thanked the Information Technology Manager for
preparing and emailing Commissioners the draft of the Annual Report.

Commission meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Barbara Wilson



