
 
 
 
 
 
 

 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
December 9, 2008 

 
 The meeting of the Maryland Commission on Human Relations was called to order on Tuesday, 
December 9, 2008 at 10:05 a.m., in Baltimore, Maryland. 
 

Present Norman Gelman, John Hermina, Sambhu Banik, Doris Cowl, Joyce De 
Laurentis, JoAnn Fisher and Thomas Owen. 
 

Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the November meeting were accepted as written. 
 

CHAIRPERSON’S 
REPORT 

Commissioners received copies of the Chairperson’s Report (See 
attached).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Agency Complaint 
Process 

 

Chairperson Gelman stated that he had been contacted three times by the 
Governor’s office  via email regarding a particular complaint that was 
lodged at the Commission.  The person lodging the complaint was told to 
write a letter to the Chairperson.  Chairperson Gelman has not received 
the letter.   
 
Chairperson Gelman has exchanged emails with the Executive Director, 
who is not here today.  The Executive Director sent Commissioners, as a 
response to Chairperson Gelman’s questions, an email indicating that he 
thought all Commissioners should be made aware of the complaint 
process of the agency.   It was decided that starting in January 2009 there 
will be a series of sessions that will acquaint the Commissioners with the 
agency’s complaint process.  The first session will be held after the 
monthly meeting in January2009.   

  
EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

There was no Executive Director’s Report this month. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR’S 
REPORT 

Commissioners received copies of the Deputy Director’s Report (See 
attached).  The Deputy Director briefly summarized his monthly Case 
Processing Report.   The Deputy Director stated that he would be 
emailing the Case Processing Report to Commissioners each month, prior 
to the meeting.   
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The Deputy Director informed Commissioners that MCHR is on track 
with both of the contracts.  The Deputy Director also stated that MCHR 
filled the investigator position mentioned last month. Ms. Tameka Jones 
joined MCHR staff on December 3, 2008.   
 

ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information Technology 
Unit 

MCHR is moving along okay in the current year’s budget.  MCHR is still 
having problems getting the Agency’s Monthly Budget Status Report.  
This report is generated from the State’s Financial Management 
Information system.  MCHR is a little over 33% through the fiscal year 
and the spending is on target.   
 
The Assistant Director informed Commissioners that MCHR has not 
heard anything from the Governor’s office in reference to the 2010 
budget.   
 
 The Information Technology Manager stated that they are working on 
revising the agency’s website which has to be completed by January 1, 
2009.           

  
GENERAL 

COUNSEL’S REPORT 
Code Revision 

Commissioners received copies of the General Counsel’s Report (See 
attached).    The committee that is working on the revision of the Code 
will have its last meeting on Wednesday.  The modification and the trailer 
bills have been drafted and will be reviewed on Wednesday.   

 
MCHR Name Change 

 
 

ADA Amendments 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MCHR is still waiting to hear from the Governor’s office regarding 
MCHR’s name change.   
 
There was passage to the amendments of the ADA.  The amendments 
reversed several Supreme Court decisions in reference to defining who is 
a person with a disability and overturned a couple of other cases.  MCHR 
will be reviewing its disability guidelines in lieu of those amendments, 
because some of the guidelines were based on the court decisions that 
were reversed by the new amendments.  MCHR will probably be 
propagating new guidelines to change some of the amendments.    
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

One of the recommendations is that a bill be submitted to specifically 
define, in MCHR’s statute, that a person with a disability includes 
perceived as having a disability and history of a disability.  When the 
General Counsel sees the bill it will be brought to the Commissioners 
attention.     
 
The Deputy Director reminded Commissioners that the agency’s Winter 
fest is Friday, December 12, 2008 at 12 p.m.  All Commissioners are 
welcome to attend.  There will be a silent auction and the proceeds will 
go to the House of  Ruth. 
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Chairperson Gelman mentioned that MCHR had been in communication 
with the Governor’s office regarding our proposed plan to engage in 
human relations commission and has heard nothing further.  Chairperson 
Gelman has learned in the meantime, that MCHR’s contact, Liz Harris,  is 
now the Governor’s Chief Counsel.     

  
 Commission meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
  
  

 
 
        Barbara Wilson 
 
 
 
        
 
 


