
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
February 12, 2008 

  
 The meeting of the Maryland Commission on Human Relations was called to order on Tuesday, 
February 12, 2008 at 10:10 a.m., in Baltimore, Maryland. 
 

Present Thomas Owen, Sambhu Banik, JoAnn Fisher, Norman Gelman, John 
Hermina and Shawn Wright. 
 

Approval of the 
Minutes 

The minutes of the January meeting were accepted as written. 
 

CHAIRPERSON’S 
REPORT 

Budget Hearings 

Commissioners received copies of the Chairperson’s Report (See attached).  
Chairperson Owen informed Commissioners that he, along with senior staff, 
attended both the Senate and House budget hearings.   The Legislators 
accepted the Legislative Analyst’s recommendation, which was to accept 
the Governor’s recommendations for MCHR’s budget.     
 

Human Rights Day Chairperson attend Human Rights Day in Annapolis on February 5, 2008.  
There were more legislators in attendance than previous years.   
 

Reconfirmation of 
Chairperson Owen 

Chairperson Owen also attended his reconfirmation in Annapolis on 
February 4, 2008.  Commissioner Shawn Wright was also confirmed.   
 

Executive Session 
 

Commissioners entered into Executive Session to elect a new Chairperson, 
Norman Gelman.  Vice-Chairperson Hermina will continue to serve in that 
capacity.   
 

 Chairperson Gelman thanked Commissioner Owen for an excellent job as 
Chairperson of the Commission.   Chairperson Owen thanked MCHR staff 
for their support and their confidence placed in him.    
 

 The Executive Director extended appreciation to Commission Owen for 
serving as Chairperson of the Commission and also congratulated new 
Chairperson Gelman. 
 

Commissioner 
Vacancies 

Commissioner Owen informed Commissioners that he contacted each one 
of   the   persons   mentioned  during  last  month’s   meeting  about   filling  
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Commissioner vacancies.  Ms. Houck stated that she might be interested 
later because she has some other obligations right now that would preclude 
her from applying for one of the vacancies.  Commissioner Owen has not 
been able to reach Ms. Nora Demissie.  Ms. Joyce DeLaurentis is interested 
in serving and has contacted the Appointments Secretary’s Office, and was 
told that MCHR does not have any vacancies.  Commissioner Owen called 
the Appointments Secretary and learned that someone has been appointed 
from Baltimore County, Ms. Doris Cowl.  Commission Owen has sent 
Secretary Hitchcock a letter asking that serious consideration be given to 
Ms. DeLaurentis.         
 

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR’S 

REPORT 
 

Commissioners received copies of the Executive Director’s Report (See 
attached).    

Letters of Complaint 
Regarding Agency Staff 

Persons 

The Executive Director informed Commissioners that he, along with 
Commissioners, received a letter from a Complainant.  It is a letter of 
complaint regarding one of the agency’s staff persons.  The agency receives 
letters of complaint all the time and  responds to every single letter it 
receives.  The Executive Director stated that it is not appropriate for 
Commissioners to get involved in these types of complaints because they 
are handled by the Executive Director’s office.  It is also not appropriate for 
Commissioners to get involved with specific cases because you never know 
when a case may be appealed to the Commissioners.  The Executive 
Director would like Commissioners to read the letters and feel free to talk to 
him about the letters if they feel it is something that he should be concerned 
about, or he needs to look into, and if there is, it will be handled.   
     

 Chairperson Gelman would like to be made aware of all letters or inquiries 
received from Legislators or Senators by the agency.   
       

Budget Hearings Both Budget Hearings went well.  The Legislative Analyst looks at the 
agency’s budget and  recommendation from the Governor and then makes a 
recommendation.  MCHR’s analyst’s recommendation was to concur with 
the Governor’s allowance.   
  

MCHR Governor’s 
Office Liaison 

The Executive Director informed Commissioners that he received a call 
from Elizabeth Harris, Governor’s Interim Legal Counsel, who informed 
him that she is MCHR’s  Liaison from the Governor’s office.   

  
   

ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR’S 

REPORT 
 

Commissioners received copies of the Assistant Director’s Report (See 
attached).  In the absence of the Assistant Director, the Executive Director 
informed Commissioners that MCHR is on target in spending.  

DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR’S 

REPORT 

Commissioners received copies of the Deputy Director’s Report (See 
attached).     

Federal Contracts The Deputy Director informed Commissioners that MCHR does have some 
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vacancies and is hopeful that those vacancies can be filled.  MCHR has 
formulated a plan to do the best we can with what we have in terms of  both 
Intake and completing the two federal contracts.   If MCHR is unable to fill 
the vacancies it will have an impact on the agency.   
     

HUD Policy Conference The Deputy Director informed Commissioners that he will be attending the 
HUD Policy Conference later this month.   
 

GENERAL 
COUNSEL’S 

REPORT 
 

Commissioners received copies of the General Counsel’s Report, along 
with the 2008 Legislation Tracking Table (See attached).   All of the bills 
listed amend Article 49B.   

Legislation The General Counsel informed Commissioners that all of the bills listed on 
the 2008 Legislation Tracking Table were submitted by private sponsors.     
 

House Bill 399  
Senate Bill 528 

Admin. & Civil Relief-Waiver of Sovereign Immunity - These two bills 
will be heard on Wednesday, February 13, 2008.  These bills provide for a 
two year statute of limitation for filing a private action and amends Article 
49B to waive the State’s sovereign immunity as it applies to the new 
monetary damages passed last year.  The General Counsel is waiting to hear 
from the agency’s legislative liaison to find out whether or not MCHR can 
testify on these bills.   MCHR has electronically submitted a request to 
support the legislation.    
    

 Chairperson Gelman inquired as to whether the previously mentioned bills 
would have any impact on the Commercial Non-Discrimination bill.  The 
General Counsel stated that this does not apply to the Commercial Non- 
Discrimination bill.   
 

House Bill 439 
Senate Bill 563 

Fair Pay Act of 2008 – These bills overturn the Supreme Court’s decision in 
Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire Co. a case involving unequal compensation. 
The court found that the complaint must be filed 180 days after the 
discriminatory decision is made by the employer; not when the victim of 
discrimination finds out about the discriminatory act. These bills will 
restore the previous standard that the statute of limitations begins to run 
when the Complainant finds out that they have been paid unequally.   There 
is some concern in the Governor’s office about requesting the 2-year retro 
active damage award of different salaries.     
 

House Bill 618 
 

This bill amends the Fair Housing section of Article 49B.  This bill provides 
for a reasonable accommodation for religious practices.  The drafting of this 
bill is not correct, there are technical problems with the bill.  The General 
Counsel has communicated with Delegate Rosenberg and his staff that 
MCHR has a problem, technically with this bill.  MCHR will submit in the 
electronic tracking system that we support the concept, with amendments. 
 

House Bill 1261 Source of Income – this is a much more elaborate bill; it deals with all the 
arguments that landlord and home owners made.  The bill deals with 
acceptance of Section 8 and Disability vouchers.   
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 The bills on the second page of the packet are bills MCHR is monitoring.  

These bills are related to commercial non-discrimination.   
 

House Bill 897 The Executive Director informed Commissioners that from the synopsis, 
MCHR may have to staff the study, which means doing the work and the 
writing, etc., and MCHR does not have the resources to do that.  MCHR 
does not yet know the exact language of the bill.  MCHR will write a letter 
of concern regarding staffing.    
  

Gender Identity Bill This bill is in a log jam in Legislative Services waiting to be drafted and has 
not yet dropped. 
 

Information Technology 
Unit 

The Information Technology Manager informed Commissioners that 
MCHR has requested an increase in the band width for internet access.   
   

OLD BUSINESS Commissioner Gelman informed Commissioners that the Commission has 
been trying to conduct a study of the Hispanic/Latino community in 
Maryland. Joann Schneider would like the Commission to defer making a 
decision regarding the study until next month.  Ms. Schneider would like to 
come to the Commission to talk to Commissioners.   Commissioners agreed 
to invite Joann Schneider to the Commission meeting next month.  Five 
thousand dollars was donated by a non-profit to the study.      
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairperson Owen informed Commissioners that Delegate Gutierrez 
brought the study up during the agency’s House Sub-Committee budget 
hearing.  Delegate Gutierrez stated to Commissioner Owen to call her or 
make an appointment so they can discuss some information that may be 
helpful to the study.  Chairperson Owen suggested talking to Delegate 
Gutierrez.   
  

NEW BUSINESS Commissioner Owen informed Commissioners that he received a bill from 
the Commissioners’ Counsel, Frank Morgan.  Commissioner Owen stated 
that the bill was an inordinate amount for work on several Appeal Cases.  
Commissioner Owen and the Executive Director talked about this matter 
during which a suggestion was made to utilize the attorneys who serve on 
the Commission.   Commissioner Owen spoke to Vice-Chair Hermina who 
is quite amiable to handling the Appeal cases.  It was decided that the two 
attorneys who sit on the Commission could handle the Appeal cases.    
  

 The Commission meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

        Barbara Wilson 
  


