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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

STATE OF MARYLAND

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS

MAIN OFFICE

6 St. Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

410.767.8600
Fax: 410.333.1841

TTY/TDD 410.333.1737
MD Toll Free Number: 1.800.637.6247

Website: http://www.mchr.state.md.us
E-mail: mchr@mail.mchr.state.md.us

✥

WESTERN MARYLAND OFFICE

44 N. Potomac Street, Suite 103
Hagerstown, MD 21740

301.797.8521
301.791.3060 FAX

✥

EASTERN SHORE OFFICES

310 Gay Street
Cambridge, MD 21613

410.221.2565
410.221.2566 FAX

Salisbury District Court 
Multi-Purpose Center

201 Baptist Street, Suite 33
Salisbury, MD 21801

410.548.3243
410.334.3455 FAX

✥

SOUTHERN MARYLAND OFFICE
Joseph D. Carter Center

23110 Leonard Hall Drive
P. O. Box 653

Leonardtown, MD 20650
301.475.4118

301.475.4119 FAX
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Remedies for Victims of 
Fair Housing Violations
The MCHR can order the person found to be
unlawfully discriminating (the respondent) to
pay fines up to $50,000, plus actual damages
where warranted.

Retaliation is Illegal
The MCHR ensures that a person who makes a
complaint or who supports a complaint by anoth-
er does not become the victim of retaliation. The
MCHR will prosecute immediately if retaliation
occurs. It is also illegal to threaten, intimidate or
harass someone because they have filed a discrim-
ination complaint. 

Take Action
If you think you have been the victim of discrim-
ination, contact the MCHR to find out more
about your rights under Maryland law. 

What You Can Do

❙ File a Complaint

If you feel you are the victim of housing
discrimination, contact the Maryland
Commission on Human Relations within one
year of the act of discrimination. For informa-
tion, call 410.767.8600 or 1.800.637.6247.

❙ File a Complaint Electronically

To file a complaint on-line, visit the MCHR web-
site www.mchr.state.md.us, and click on the
e-services page, then the e-complaint form.

Brochure available in alternate formats upon request.



Persons With Disabilities Have 
Equal Rights to Accessible Housing

What the Law MeansWhat is Fair Housing?

O
What the Law Means
Housing discrimination laws make it
illegal  to:

• Refuse to sell or rent a dwelling to any 
qualified buyer or renter;

• Use discriminatory terms and conditions in 
selling or renting;

• Setting terms and conditions of home loans 
in such a way as to discriminate;

• Use discriminatory notices or advertisements
indicating any preference or discriminatory 
limitation;

• Say that a dwelling is not available for 
inspection, sale, or rental, when in fact 
it is available;

• Attempt to steer persons into or away from 
neighborhoods or apartment complexes that
are racially segregated;

• Treat a person differently from everyone else
because of  race, disability, familial status 
(parent or legal custodian with children, 
pregnant) religion, sex, marital status, 
national origin or sexual orientation;

• Request information about birth control 
practices;

• Refuse to consider both applicants’ income 
when seeking to buy or rent; 

• Commit acts of prejudice, violence, harass-
ment, intimidation, or abuse directed 
against families or individuals or their 
residential property.

The Law Against 
Housing Discrimination

What is Fair Housing?

ne of our most fundamental
rights is to live peaceably where
we choose. Fair Housing is the
right of all people to buy, sell or
rent residential property, and to
live where they wish without
discriminatory criteria. Having
chosen a place to live, we are
guaranteed the right to reside
there peacefully, without regard
to race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, marital status, famil-
ial status, disability or sexual
orientation.

The Law Against 
Housing Discrimination
Maryland law has been modeled after feder-
al law under Title VIII of the Civil Rights
Act of 1968:

It is the policy of the State of Maryland to pro-
vide for fair housing for all its inhabitants
regardless of race, color, religion, sex, familial
status, national origin, marital status, disabili-
ty or sexual orientation “in order that the
peace, health, safety, prosperity, and the gener-
al welfare of all the  inhabitants of the State
may be protected and insured.”

Fair Housing for Families

Persons With Disabilities Have 
Equal Rights to Accessible Housing

If you have a disability, you are protected under
the law. It is against the law to: 

• Refuse to permit, at the expense of 
the renter, reasonable housing modifica-
tions that are necessary for the daily 
life of a person with a mental or physical
disability;

• Refuse to adjust the rules, policies, 
services or practices that hamper the 
use of an apartment, condominium, or 
house by a person with a mental or 
physical disability;

• Have multi-family housing that is not 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Multi-family housing is required to have 
accessible units and access routes (wide 
doors and hallways), accessible public and
common areas, and management must 
provide for effective communication as 
needed by a disabled person.

Fair Housing for Families

Parents or legal custodians living with children
under 18 have a right to live where they choose,
including pregnant women and any one secur-
ing legal custody of a child under 18. It is
unlawful to prohibit families from renting or
owning an apartment, house or condominium,
unless the building or community qualifies as
housing for older persons.
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